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mentors or sulkily refusing to say another word to them until
at last he could endure their suave enquiries no longer, and
was barking furiously at them again! * * *   Some scandalised
Irish members, resentful against their mutinous colleagues
because they were disturbing the harmony of the best club
in the world, rushed into the smoking-room, where the benign
Mr* Butt was quietly reposing*   They shocked him with
their news, and at last, yielding to appeals from them and from
English members, he rushed, like a flustered hen who dis-
covers indisciplined ducks in her hatch, into the Chamber,
where, immediately he caught the Speaker's eye, he denounced
the member for Meath*   " I regret/* he said in angry and
impassioned tones, " that the time of the House has been
wasted in this miserable and wretched discussion*    If at
this hour of the night any member really wished to propose
a serious amendment, I would support the motion to * report
progress/ and so also, I think, would the Secretary for War/*
One can see the agitated Mr* Gathorne-Hardy, now promised
some deliverance from his tormentors, eagerly nodding his
agreement with Mr* Butt, and hear hearty *' Hear, hears **
bursting from his lips and those of his supporters* " But/*
continued the Irish leader, " when there was no amendment
to a number of clauses, I must express my disapproval of the
course taken by the honourable member for Meath*   It is
a course of obstruction, and one against which I must enter
my protest*   I am not responsible for the member for Meath,
and cannot control him*   I have, however, a duty to discharge
to the great nation of Ireland, and I think I should discharge
it best when I say I disapprove entirely of the conduct of the
honourable member for Meath***
Loud cheers rang about his ears as he sat down* But
the cheers were not Irish cheers: they were English* Mr*
Gathorne-Hardy, now less agitated than he had been, mopped
his moist forehead, and concluded that there would be no more
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